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The Southern Fandom Confederation Bulletin Vol. 7, No. 13,
June 2002, is the official publication of the Southern Fandom
Confederation (SFC), a not-for-profit literary organization and
information clearinghouse dedicated to the service of Southern
Science Fiction and Fantasy Fandom. The SFC Bulletinis edit-
ed by Julie Wall and is published at least three times per year.
Membership in the SFC is $15 annually, running from
DeepSouthCon to DeegpSouthCon. A club or convention mem-
bership is $75 annually. Donations are welcome. All checks
should be made payable to the Southern Fandom
Confederation.

Permission is granted to reprint all articles, lists, and fly-
ers so long as the author and the SFCB are credited. All art is
copyrighted by the artist, unless otherwise specified. An excep-
tion is granted in the case of art that appears in a convention
flyer.

The Southern Fandom Confederation Bulletin is also
available for trades, published contributions, and letters of
comment.

The editor encourages submission of lengthy written
material and art — covers and illos. Contributions and LoCs via
electronic means are highly desirable. If you wish to use the
Internet, you may send the article as electronic mail or an
attachment. If you wish to send the editor computer media,
3.5" floppies, Zip disk, 88/200 MB Syquest, JAZ and CD-
ROM s are acceptable. Virtually any file format, IBM compati-
ble or Macintosh, is acceptable. Media will be returned. The
Bulletin is laid out in QuarkXPress on a Macintosh. Ink and
typewritten submissions also graciously accepted, of course. If
you're not sure what all this means, get in touch to work out a
solution.

Throughout the Bulletin, you will find commentsin italics
and enclosed by curly brackets {{like this}}. Those are com-
ments from the editor, Julie Wall, unless otherwise noted.

Ad Rates
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Fan $50.00 $25.00 $12.50
Pro $100.00 $50.00 $25.00
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a $2 handling and shipping charge if we have to mail it. The
Handbook is also available online, thanks to the efforts of Sam
Smith, at http://www.smithuel .net/sfchb

T-Shirts
Size Sto 3X
Price $10 {{Reduced'}}
Plus $3 shipping and handling fee if we have to mail it.
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Off the Wall

by Julie Wall

Okay, thisisit. My last Bulletin. Asfar as | know. It has
been fun — hard work at times, but a fun and interesting four
years. The hardest part has always been starting and finishing.
Starting because there are always at least a couple of months
between issues when my Bulletin producing muscles would
get flabby. Plus, | tend to procrastinate. But once an issue got
started, | would get into the swing of it. Work would proceed
apace for afew weeks, and then there would be a mad dash at
the end to get al the stuff in, fit it all in, get it proofed and
schedule a folding, taping and labeling party and get them
copied by then. Then there's the drudgery of the folding, tap-
ing and labeling. (I know, | know, at least we didn’t have to
collate!) And sending the boxes off to Tom and fighting with
the post office about mailing the foreign copies. Luckily, the
lady at the post office near work quit making me fill out cus-
toms forms. Then there would be the satisfaction of having
gotten it done. And getting LoCs in the interim is usually grat-
ifying, because you all have been so encouraging.

| want to thank a few people right off.

Charlotte Proctor has typed all the LoCs received viathe
post office, proofread every issue and helped fold, tape and
label almost every time.

Toni Weisskopf has proofread every issue. Even long dis-
tance after she moved to Athens.

Gary and Debbie Rowan have helped fold, tape and |abel
every issue. And sat at SFC tables with me at conventions.
And helped me give parties.

More recently, Naomi Fisher and Pat Molloy have helped
with the folding, taping and labeling several times. And
Naomi brought dessert! And a couple of times she took the
boxes to Tom in Nashville.

Of course, there’s Tom Feller, who generously allowed us
to use his bulk mailing permit for the last four years. This
meant he had to receive the boxes of Bulletins and sort them
and take them to the post office during his brief stays at home
in Nashville. (Anyone who reads the Bulletin regularly knows
that Tom travels a lot on hisjob.) Tom tells me that he doesn’t
plan to renew his permit any longer, so we'll have to decide
on another course of action regarding mailing at the meeting
at DSC.

Presidential nominee Randy Cleary has been a big help,
too, lately.

Others who have helped with the folding, etc., over the
years are George Little, Rebecca Brayman, Mike Rogers,
David Shelton, Mary Anne Ellis and I’m sure others that | am
forgetting. Thanksto all of you. | hope you'll continue to help
the new regime, as | plan to do.

Thanks, too, to all the contributors of articles, art and
LoCs — keep them coming for the new editor. Anything sent to
my address will be passed on to the new editor.

The current plan is to have this issue ready to take to DSC
for folding and etc. So if you were there, maybe you helped. If
so —thanks! And don't forget that dues are payable each year
at DSC. | hope to have atable somewhere for a while, too, but
if not, there’'s always the meeting on Sunday morning. Or, if
you won't be there, you can always mail it in. Check your
mailing label for the date you are paid through.

Alas, | didn’'t get many suggestions from the SFC reader-
ship about what to nominate for the Hugos. | did do some
nominating, nonetheless. And all but one of my nominees
made the ballot, so | guess that’s good.

| promised more info on ConCave, which was February
22-24. This was the second year that it was held at the
Hampton Inn in Horse Cave, and as before, the hotel was sold
out. Hotel Liaison/Tsarina Naomi Fisher had her hands full
getting everyone housed. But the hotel cooperated with her
very well, and some of the staff really got into the spirit of the
con, donning costumes and such. | shared a suite with Bill and
Linda Zielke and Randy Cleary.

| drove up to Huntsville on Friday morning and left my
car at Randy’s. We took Randy’s much newer and spiffier
Saturn first to the Publix for party supplies (regular readers of
the Bulletin will recall my nearly disastrous attempt to get
party suppliesin Horse Cave last year), and then on up I-65 to
Kentucky.

Bill and Linda were already there. After registering with
Corlis Robe, Randy went off to hang his art, while | had a
drink and hung out a bit with my buddies from Chattanooga.
Once Randy was done in the art show, we all headed over to
Aunt Bee's across the road for supper. It was decent food, but
there was a mysterious item on the menu. An Italian sub
served with “odd juice”. We couldn’t figure out if thiswas a
joke, if they thought that was how you spelled au jus, or if it
really was some odd juice. I've never seen an Italian sub
served with any kind of juice (or jus) at all. Maybe next year

Al you ever Ea'l’;;nur‘
talk about | words ar
is food. I will.

1/
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we'll summon the courage to ask.

Friday night we checked out the art show and went to par-
ties. That's basically all there was to do, so it was a full agen-
da Lindaand | also tried out the jacuzzi tub in our suite. What
luxury! Soaking in a hot tub with a glass of Asti Spumanti,
chatting with one your best friends! Randy took pictures and
keeps threatening to print them in his first issue as editor.

Saturday we varioudly slept late, worked out alittle in
exercise room, checked out the Huxter room and hung around
chatting with folks until time for the Banquet at the Bookstore
Cafe downtown. Once again, we had a city official welcome
us and enjoyed our buffet. Bill Francis gave a nice Guest of
Honor speech.

Back at the hotel, we slowly started getting ready for our
SFC/Zielke party. We started the party pretty early, before the
art auction was over. Our party was kind of mellow, and we
closed it relatively early as well, so we could go to some of
the others. We started thinking of some themes we could use if
we do a party next year, since those types of parties seem to
go over really well at ConCave.

Sunday we drove home. Well, Randy and | stopped at an
O’ Charley’s in Nashville to have lunch and watch the USA
Olympic men’sice hockey team lose the gold medal game to
Canada.(Had to get aleast one last mention of ice hockey in.)
Tom Feller had given us directions to a sports bar, but when
we got there, they had the NASCAR race on

was not expected to recover were, thankfully, apparently in
error.

Rafael Aloysius Lafferty passed away at the age of 87 on
March 18th in a nursing home in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma
after having been in failing health for several years. Jerry Page
sent the following: “Damn. So R.A. Lafferty is gone. | used to
see Lafferty quite frequently at Southern SF cons and though |
haven't exchanged words with him in quite some time, | con-
sidered him a friend. The Devil is Dead is quite likely the
most underrated novel in the entire history of the field.

“What part of him is gone is the part he didn't put on
paper. | hope you had the pleasure of seeing him or speaking
with him at some time or other. He looked like a little old man
who drank too much — which, bless him, he was — but then
he'd start talking. Mumbling, actualy, and if you'd take the
careto listen carefully the language of his conversation, the
tempo and temper of his wit were all the same as those won-
derful stories of his. You see, the part of him that's goneisa
lot like the part of him that he put on paper. Damn again. I'll
miss him, I'll really miss him.”

Less than a month later, April 14th, we lost Damon
Knight at the age of 80. An SF writer, editor and critic, Knight
was one of the Futurians and in 1956, a co-founder of the
Milford Science Fiction Writers Conference. In 1965 he
founded the Science Fiction Writers of America and became
its first president. He and his third wife,

about 15 TVs (including the huge main TV) and
the hockey game on only one. So we went to

O’ Charley’s down the street where the TV
screens were a little more balanced — they even
put the game on the big screen once the race was
over.

ConCave is the ultimate relaxicon, but
Randy did sell afew pieces of art and | did sell a
few SFC items and a membership. And the party
was subsidized, as are al parties at ConCave, by
Chairman Gary Robe. Well, by the convention,
but Gary comes by the parties in his trademark
horribly loud and ugly shirt to deliver the $50
bill. A good time was had by all.

Asfor my future fannish plans, my next
cons will be DSC and the WorldCon in San José.
Maybe without the Bulletin to worry about , |
will try to be a better loccer to other zines. But
I’m not making any promises.

News and Notes:
One thing | definitely won't missis report-
ing deaths and other bad news in our community.

Kate Wilhelm, were also involved in the
Clarion Workshop in Science Fiction and
Fantasy. A huge influence on the genre, he
will be sorely missed.

A Southerner by adoption and 1974
Phoenix winner George Alec Effinger
died on April 27th. He was 55. Though
born in Cleveland, he lived most of the
last 30 yearsin New Orleans.

Effinger was a part of the Clarion
class of 1970 and had three storiesin the
first Clarion anthology. His first novel,
What Entropy Means to Me (1972) was
nominated for the Nebula Award. He
achieved his greatest success, perhaps,
with the trilogy of Marid Audran novels
set in a 21st century Middle East. The
three published novels were When Gravity
Fails (1987), A Fire in the Sun (1989) and
The Exile Kiss (1991). He apparently
wrote a fourth book, however legal issues
prevented its publication. “ Schrodinger's
Kitten” won both the Hugo and Nebula

RIP

| never feel that | can do justice to those we wish to remem-
ber.

Among the pros, George Alec Effinger, his former mentor
Damon Knight and R.A. Lafferty all passed away since our
last issue. Fans lost were Bruce Pelz and James Mule. Forrest
J. Ackerman has been in the hospital, but early reports that he

for best Novelette of 1988. Also popular were his Maureen
Birnbaum parody stories.

Fandom lost one of its own luminaries on May 9. Bruce
Pelz was an extremely well-known and loved fan from the Los
Angeles area. He died suddenly of a pulmonary embolism at
the age of 65. He was involved in almost all facets of SF fan-
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dom, from fanzines to chairing WorldCons. He is survived by
his wife, Elayne and daughter, Cecy. A memorial web site has
been set up at http://www.lasfs.org/lasfs/bruce/. The tributes
there are quite touching, even to someone who, like me, only
knew of Bruce. | had heard of him for years and seen him at
WorldCons, but never actually knew him. | am sorry for all of
us in fandom who now won’'t have the opportunity.

Finally, Guy Lillian reports that James Mule, founder of
the very successful series of New Orleans Star Trek conven-
tions known as VVulCon, died in late April. Little detail is
known except that he had cancer in addition to kidney failure,
with which he had suffered for years. He is survived by his
wife Jan.

In happier news, Ray Bradbury recently got a star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame.

And, Joy Smith’s audiobook finally did come out:
Looking for an exciting new audio adventure? Want to travel
to fascinating new places — 75,000 years in the past? Have a
yen for sabertooth tigers and cave bears? Are you just tired of
bodiesin your freezer? Then it's Sugar Time!, An Audio
Adventure by Joy V. Smith. To order, send $13.95 per CD or
$10.95 per cassette tape to: Hadrosaur Productions, PO. Box
8468, Las Cruces, NM 88006-8468. (Note: Pricesinclude
$2.00 shipping and handling per item. Please allow 4-6 weeks
for delivery.)

Due to afire at the Ramada Inn in East Ridge, TN,
LibertyCon has been cancelled for this year. Uncle Timmy and
the rest of the gang will be back next year with arenovated
hotel and the DSC. If you have already pre-registered for the
2002 convention, you will have the option of having your
2002 membership refunded or having it rolled over to
LibertyCon 16/DSC41 in 2003. All of the convention rates are
going to remain the same — membership, dealer's tables, etc.
Anyone that had already made a reservation at the Ramada
Inn will have their reservations cancelled automatically.

That's all folks! Hope to see you around and about at con-
ventions and the pages of this zine and others! #

Treasurer’s Report As of 5/23/02
by Judy Bemis

Balance as of 10/22/01 ............... $1,779.85
INCOME

Indiv. Memberships & Renewals . ........... $75.00
TOTALINCOME . ... ... . i $287.00
EXPENSES

Bulletin Vol 7 #11 printing . .............. $372.85
Postage (Foreign & bulk) . ................ $60.47
TOTAL EXPENSES .. ... ... . $433.32
BALANCE ... ... .. .......... $1,421.53
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Nebula Award Winners

The Science Fiction Writers of America held their annual
Nebula Awards ceremony the weekend of April 27th in Kanas
City, Missouri. The winners were:
Novel —
The Quantum Rose by Catherine Asaro
Novella—
“The Ultimate Earth” by Jack Williamson
Novelette —
“Louise's Ghost” by Kelly Link
Short Story —
“The Cure for Everything” by Severna Park
Script —
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon by James Schamus, Kuo Jung
Tsai and Hui-Ling Wang
Specia Award —
President's Award: Betty Ballantine®
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Hugo Nominees

Only attending and supporting members of this year’'s
WorldCon — ConJosé — may vote on the 2002 Hugo Awards.
ConJosé will mail Hugo Award ballots to all of its membersin
Progress Report 4, scheduled to mail by the end of May 2002. A
copy of the ballot will be available for download from the
ConJosé web site at
http://www.conjosé.org/wsfsiwsfs_hugo.html. ConJosé plans to
offer online voting asit did for the nominating ballots. The vot-
ing deadline is July 31, 2002.

Through July 31, 2002, an Attending membership in
ConJosé is $180 and a Supporting membership is $35.
Information about how to join ConJose is available from the web
site at http://www.conj osé.org/M ember/membership.html or
write to POB 61363, Sunnyvale CA 94088-4128.

Each Worldcon has the right to add one specia category,
good only for that year and not binding upon any future
Worldcon committees. ConJosé exercised this right and will
award a Hugo Award for Best Web Site.

Three categories have six nominees due to ties for the final
ballot position.

BEST NOVEL (486 ballots cast)

The Curse of Chalion by Lois McMaster Bujold
(HarperCollins/E0s)

American Gods by Neil Gaiman (Morrow)

Perdido Street Sation by China Miéville (Macmillan
(UK)(2000); Del Rey)

Cosmonaut Keep by Ken MacLeod (Orbit (UK)(2000); Tor)
Passage by Connie Willis (Bantam)

The Chronoliths by Robert Charles Wilson (Tor)

BEST NOVELLA (300 ballots cast)

"May Be Some Time" by Brenda W. Clough (Analog 4/01)
"The Diamond Pit" by Jack Dann (Jubilee,
HarperColling/Voyager Australia; F& S- 6/01)

"The Chief Designer" by Andy Duncan (Asimov's 6/01)
"Stealing Alabama by Allen Steele (Asimov's 1/01)

"Fast Times at Fairmont High" by Vernor Vinge (The Collected
Sories of Vernor Vinge, Tor)

BEST NOVELETTE (292 ballots cast)

"Hell Isthe Absence of God" by Ted Chiang (Sarlight 3, Tor)
"Undone" by James Patrick Kelly (Asimov's 6/01)

"The Days Between" by Allen Steele (Asimov's 3/01)
"Lobsters' by Charles Stross (Asimov's 6/01)

"The Return of Spring" by Shane Tourtellotte (Analog 11/01)

BEST SHORT STORY (331 ballots cast)

"The Ghost Pit" by Stephen Baxter (Asimov's 7/01)
"Spaceships' by Michael A. Burstein (Analog 6/01)

"The Bones of the Earth" by Ursula K. Le Guin (Tales from
Earthsea, Harcourt)

"Old MacDonald Had a Farm" by Mike Resnick (Asimov's 9/01)
"The Dog Said Bow-Wow" by Michael Swanwick (Asimov's 10-
11/01)

BEST RELATED BOOK (252 ballots cast)

The Art of Richard Powers by Jane Frank (Paper Tiger)
Meditations on Middle-Earth by Karen Haber, ed. (St. Martin's
Press/A Byron Preiss Book)

The Art of Chesley Bonestell by Ron Miller & Frederick C.
Durant |11 (Paper Tiger)

| Have This Nifty Idea...Now What Do | Do With It? by Mike
Resnick (Wildside Press)

J. R R Tolkien: Author of the Century by Tom Shippey
(HarperCollins (UK)(2000);Houghton Mifflin)

Being Gardner Dozois by Michael Swanwick (Old Earth Books)

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION (452 ballots cast)
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone (1492 Pictures/Heyday
Films/Warner Bros.) Directed by Chris Columbus; Screenplay
by Steven Kloves; David Heyman, Producer; Michael Barthan,
Chris Columbus, Duncan Henderson & Mark Radcliff,
Executive Producers.

The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (New Line
Cinema/The Saul Zaentz Company/WingNut Films) Directed by
Peter Jackson; Screenplay by Fran Walsh & Phillipa Boyens &
Peter Jackson; Peter Jackson, Barrie M. Osborne and Tim
Sanders, Producers; Michael Lynne, Mark Ordesky, Robert
Shaye, Bob Weinstein and Harvey Weinstein, Executive
Producers.

Monsters, Inc. (Pixar Animation Studios/Walt Disney Pictures)
Directed by Pete Docter, David Silverman and Lee Unkrich.
Story by Jill Culton, Peter Docter, Ralph Eggleston and Jeff
Pidgeon. Darla K. Anderson, Producer. John Lasseter and
Andrew Stanton, Executive Producers.

Buffy the Vampire Sayer "Once More, With Feeling" (Fox
Television Studios/Mutant Enemy, Inc.) Written & Directed by
Joss Whedon. Joss Whedon and Marti Noxon, Executive
Producers.

Shrek (DreamWorks SK G/Pacific Data Images). Directed by
Andrew Adamson and Vicky Jenson. Written by Ted Elliott &
Terry Rossio and Joe Stillman and Roger S. H. Schulman.
Jeffrey Katzenberg, Aron Warner and John H. Williams,
Producers. Penney Finkelman Cox and Sandra Rabins,
Executive Producers.

BEST PROFESSIONAL EDITOR (382 ballots cast)

Ellen Datlow (SCI FICTION and anthologies)

Gardner Dozois (Asimov's)

Patrick Nielsen Hayden (Tor Books; Sarlight anthology series)
Stanley Schmidt (Analog)

Gordon Van Gelder (F& SF)
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BEST PROFESSIONAL ARTIST (323 ballots cast)
Jim Burns

Bob Eggleton

Frank Kelly Freas

Donato Giancola

Michael Whelan

BEST SEMIPROZINE (283 ballots cast)

Absolute Magnitude, edited by Warren Lapine

Interzone, edited by David Pringle

Locus, edited by Charles N. Brown

The New York Review of Science Fiction, edited by Kathryn
Cramer, David Hartwell & Kevin J. Maroney

Foeculations, edited by Susan Fry, published by Kent
Brewster

BEST FANZINE (237 ballots cast)

File 770, edited by Mike Glyer

Ansible, edited by Dave Langford

Challenger, edited by Guy Lillian Il

Mimosa, edited by Richard & Nicki Lynch

Plokta, edited by Alison Scott, Steve Davies & Mike Scott

BEST FAN WRITER (248 ballots cast)
Jeff Berkwits

Bob Devney

John L. Flynn

Mike Glyer

Dave Langford

Steven H Silver

BEST FAN ARTIST (177 ballots cast)
Sheryl Birkhead

Brad Foster

Teddy Harvia

Sue Mason

Frank Wu

BEST WEB SITE (365 ballots cast)

Locus Online, Mark R. Kelly editor/webmaster (www.locus-
mag.com)

SciFi.com, Craig Engler, executive producer (www.scifi.com)
SF Site, Rodger Turner, publisher/managing editor
(www.sfsite.com)

Strange Horizons, Mary Anne Mohanrgj, editor-in-chief
(www.strangehorizons.com)

Tangent Online, Dave Truesdale, senior editor; Tobias
Buckell, webmaster (www.tangentonline.com)

JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD FOR BEST NEW
WRITER OF 2000/2001 (272 ballots cast)

Tobias S. Buckell (second year of eligibility)
Alexander C. Irvine (second year of digibility)

Wen Spencer (first year of eigibility)

Jo Walton (second year of eligibility)

Ken Wharton (second year of eligibility)

The John W. Campbell Award, sponsored by Dell Magazines,
is not a Hugo Award, but appears on the same ballot as the
Hugo Awards and is administered in the same way as the
Hugo Awards.
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Convention Reports
by Tom Feller

Chattacon—

This convention moved back to the Read House this year
for the first time since | have been attending. Most of the con-
vention activities were on the mezzanine level. Unfortunately,
that level has steps and ramps, like most historic hotels. Anita
had an automobile accident a month before in which another
driver (without insurance, of course) hit and totaled her car.
The airbag worked, but Anita till hit her knees on the dash-
board, so she had trouble getting around.

Another problem for us was that cigarette smoke returned
to this convention and forced us to avoid public areas. We sat
down near a coffee table on the mezzanine level Saturday
afternoon, and some well-meaning person brought us an ash-
tray with smoldering cigarette butts. Finally, the dealer’s room
was exceptionally cold, so we didn’t spend much time there.
That said, otherwise it was a good convention.

Anita camped herself in the con suite for most of the
weekend. She did venture out for Opening Ceremonies fol-
lowed by a wine and cheese reception. She especially liked the
brie. We a so attended the Masquerade on Saturday night,
which was followed by a dance. Anitawas not quite up to
dancing, so | got to dance with femme fatale Julie Wall.
{{Ha!}} The dances alternated between fast and very fast.
Anita thought it was influenced by the Rave concept.

| attended two panels. In the first, Jack McDevitt brought
notes, but the other panelists forced him to throw them away.
The second concerned The Lord of the Rings movie and the
overall judgment was positive.

The parties were
numerous. The high-
lights, as usual, were
the Xerpsin 2010
Worldcon bid party and
the party for thisyear’s
DeepSouthCon.

Concave—

As usual, we had
arelaxing weekend at
Concave. The motel has
an indoor swimming
pool, so | utilized it on
both Saturday and

SPACESHIP Sunday mornings. We
DiSGQuise mostly hung around the
g y hung

lobby, which also func-
tion as the con suite.
The only pro-
gramming is the Guest
of Honor speech. Bill
Francis mentioned that

demTion: MM
CAVSE DIZ2ANESS
3 UNFOCUSED
THOMGUTS #

K CRVSE UNMKNOWN .-

he has now taken up acting. The speech took place at the ban-
quet at Bookstore Café in beautiful downtown Horsecave,
Kentucky. The restaurant takes up half of the store and the
books the other half.

Once again, parties were numerous (four on Friday night
and four on Saturday night), the Xerps, SFC, and DSC ones
were the highlights.

MidSouthCon—

| took Friday off so we left early enough to stop at the
Casey Jones Village in Jackson, TN for lunch. The restaurant
features authentic country cooking, and Anitaand | like to
stop there on our way to or from Memphis.

When we arrived at the hotel, the Holiday Inn-Airport, we
noticed that the area that used to be the indoor swimming pool
was filled with cubicles. Later we found out that the
Transportation Security Agency (TSA) was conducting inter-
views for airport security positions. Unfortunately, they were
using the MidSouthcon’s meeting room space and were not
relinquishing it. The committee had to move the con suite to a
room that was originally slated as a video room, for instance.
TSA did not pack up and leave until late Friday night. Under
the circumstances, we thought the committee did a great job
handling a difficult situation.

| was on a panel at 6 Pm, but there was no meeting room
available. Instead, Michael Kingsley, the head of program-
ming, arranged for us to have alarge table in the restaurant.
We were not alone. Even C.J. Cherryh’s panel was there. Our
panel discussed fan websites. The other panelists were John
Miller and Carlin Stuart. Miller works for Krause
Publications, the company that owns The Comics Buyer’s
Guide, The Guide to Collectible Card Games, and other maga-
zines. He said that although they have web sites, there are no
plans to convert their magazines into web-only publications.
He also said that the comics apas are hurting just as much as
the SF ones.

| attended two programming items during the weekend.
The first was a panel about Yard Dog Press, a micro press
publisher in Arkansas. Selina Rosen is the publisher and chief
editor. The other panelists were writers whose books and sto-
ries Yard Dog Press has published. One advantage they have
over the large publishersis that they can do trade paperback
print runs of only 100 books.

The other programming item was a discussion led by
Arthur Morgan, a former student of Christopher Tolkien and
former English professor who now operates a bed and break-
fast hotel in Eureka Springs, Arkansas. He spoke about The
Lord of the Rings. He mentioned that the religious right has
not just gone after Harry Potter, but Tolkien and C.S. Lewis as
well.

Anita and | watched two moviesin the video room. We
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had recently seen the new version of The Time Machine,
which we felt was not as bad as the reviews, and wanted to
see the 1960 George Pal version, which was on the conven-
tion’s video program. They made a time change when we went
in, but we decided to stay anyway and watched Escape from
the Planet of the Apes. | remembered that | had seen it in the
theater when | was in high school, but saw that the production
values and casting were on par with a television movie of the
time. Then we watched The Time Machine. We still liked it,
and it was much more faithful to the book, but we could also
see that the costumes and makeup of the Morlocks were pretty
cheesy. The new movie does a better job with them.

On Saturday afternoon, the hotel had booked a wedding
and reception in the same space where cubicles were set up
the day before and where the convention was supposed to
have a banquet that night. They were late starting the wedding
and the area was not set back up for our banquet at the
appointed time. To pacify us, they set up hors deuvresin the
lobby for those of us who purchased banquet tickets and the
actual banquet started about one hour late.

Anitaand | left the convention early on Sunday afternoon
so that we could watch the Academy Awards that night. | was
disappointed that The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the
Ring did not get best picture, but knew that the Academy
favors films about dysfunctional families and individuals.

Kublakhan—

Three conditions affected our experience. First, Anita and
| were in change of registration. We had printed the badges for
pre-registered members the weekend before. | had to go on a
business trip that week, so Anita printed signs and registration
forms while | was gone. The second aspect was that Anita got
asinusinfection that week and did not sleep well for several
nights before the con. The third was that Anita went on the
Weight Watchers diet program two weeks earlier. They have a
point system in which various foods are given so many points,
and the dieters are allowed a certain number of points per day.
You can store up points by eating less on weekdays and then
use them on weekends.

| got home early enough Thursday evening for usto go to
her science fiction book discussion group. Although she was
coughing, she did not feel badly enough to miss a social func-
tion. Besides, she had read most of the book. We skipped the
after-meeting dinner.

Friday morning we made our last preparations before
going over to the con. We set up in one of the non-smoking
con suite rooms. The Days Inn-Airport did not have the bed
removed and appeared to be nowhere near to removing it, so
we made it the freebie bed and placed other convention flyers
on it. The room had a safe, which we used to store money and
badges. (People who stayed there told us the hotel charged
$1.50 per night for the safe whether they used it or not.) The
hot water in the bathtub of that room was running when we
got there. Bill Payne and Ken Moore had noticed it the night
before and reported it to the hotel management. It was still not

fixed when we left Sunday.

Kublakhan and Parthecon have been at that hotel since
1996 and, it was by no means afirst class hotel then. It has
gotten worse every year since. The safes were the only evi-
dence that any money was put into that part of the hotel in the
last six years. Other people reported problems with the air
conditioning, as in the lack of it, and rudeness at the front
desk, and the hotel staff did not put chairs in the con suite
until Saturday.

Anitaand | kept registration open until about 10 pm
Friday night. Anita decided to skip dinner so that she could
expend points on party food. Sherry Norris relieved me so that
| could have dinner with Sam Smith, Mike Kennedy, and Joe
and LisaMajor at a nearby Longhorn Steak House.

When we returned, | relieved Sherry and Anita so that
they could attend the one party of the evening. It was hosted
by the Middle Tennessee Science Fiction Society and began at
9 pm. There was also a "Fetish” party at 10 pm, but we did not
stay long as Anita's lack of sleep caught up with her.

Because the hotel was so close to our apartment, we went
home both nights where we had Adrian Washburn as a house-
guest. After giving Adrian breakfast Saturday morning, we
returned to the con to re-open registration. Skipping lunch, we
stayed at registration all afternoon. The advantage of putting it
in one of the con suite rooms is that people came in and talked
to us on and off all afternoon. Then at 5:30 Pm, my parents
arrived. They were on their annual spring trip from Florida to
Wisconsin so that my dad could help my brother to plant the
corn on their farm. They hung around and talked to us for 45
minutes before getting back on the road.

Then Anitaand | closed down registration to join Debbie
Hussey, Dan Caldwell, and Joe and Lisafor dinner at
O’ Charlie’'s. When we returned, we attended our only program
item of the convention. Secret Commonwealth, alocal Celtic
band, played a two-hour concert that evening. The lead singer,
Jack Daves, has been an SF fan since childhood and attended
his first Kublakhan twenty years ago.

After the concert, we visited the Xerps in 2010 party. As
usual, they had excellent food. We passed on the skippies
(vodka, beer, and lemonade), however. Anita did not feel she
could afford the points, and | have found that they do bad
things to my blood sugar. Their room had an exterior door to
the parking lot, so they
set up chairs outside. We
lasted longer this time.

We returned to the

convention Sunday, but ATIRRERM

did not bother to re-open

registration. We did not

See anyone without a &%:

badge anyway. We just 5

hung around the con STARSHIP

suite and talked to peo- DisGuisE
#*)2

ple before finally going
home.®
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Southerm C

Convention listings are as accurate as possible at the time they are
published. We can not and do not guarantee the absol ute accuracy of
any item printed in this section. You should check with the convention
organizersto verify that the information is correct and current. E-mail
addresses and telephone numbers are given for convenience and
should not be used for any other purpose than obtaining convention
information. If you know of an upcoming convention or corrected
information on any listed convention, contact the editor by one of the
methods listed on the colophone. Also, thislist is not exhaustive. It
contains conventions in the South that your editor has been to or heard
of or have made themselves known to her. For a more complete list,
go see Kelly Lockhart’s web site, the Southern Fandom Resource
Guide: http://www.scenic-city.com/sfrg/calendar.htm

2002

MIDWEST CON 54 Jun 27-30, Ramada Inn, Florence, KY.
Relaxicon. Deborah Oakes, 5627 Antoninus Dr., Cincinnati, OH
45238. www.cfg.org/midwestcon/, scribe@cfg.org

CRESCENT CITY CON XVII Aug 9-11, Best Western Landmark
Hotel, Metairie, LA. Guests: Virginia Hey, Gregory Benford, Sharon
Green, Jack Stocker, Ted Nasmith, David and Janice Liang. PO. Box
52622, New Orleans, LA, 70152-2622, 504-488-0489,
CCCNO@AOL.COM, www.crescentcitycon.com.

CONJOSE/60TH WORLDCON Aug 29-Sep. 2, McEnery
Convention Center, San Jose CA. Guests: Vernor Vinge, David Cherry,
Bjo & John Trimble, Ferdinand Feghoot, Tad Williams. ConJosé, POB
61363, Sunnyvale CA 94088-4128;

www.sfsc.org/worldcon/Index.htm, ConJosé@sfsfc.org

DRAGON+CON Aug 30-Sep 2, Hyatt Regency and Marriott Marquis,
Atlanta, GA. PO Box 16459, Atlanta, GA 30321-9998,
dragoncon@dragoncon.org, www.dragoncon.org.

NECRONOMICON Oct 4-6, Holiday Inn-Crowne Plaza, Tampa, FL.
Guests: David Brin, Tim Powers. PO. Box 2213, Plant City, FL
33564-2213, www.stonehill.org/necro.htm, raggedyann@stonehill.org

TRINOC+CON 3, Oct 4-6, Downtown Durham Marriott, Durham,
NC. Guests: Lois McMaster Bujold, Dave Arneson, Fred Chappell.
P.O. Box 10633, Raleigh, NC 27605-0633, info@trinoc-con.org,
WWW.trinoc-con.org

BOUCHERCON 2002 Oc